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IN THE CLAIMS

Please add new Claims 16 and 17.

A separate sheet of the pending Claims with amendments noted therein is presented in

Appendix A.

Clean Version of Claims as amended:

1. (Twice Amended) A floatation swimsuit comprising:

a form-fitting torso covering, said form-fitting torso covering including a

retaining pocket, a right arm covering, a left arm co^ring, a left leg covering, and a right

leg covering;

a unitary floatation element for retention by said retaining pocket, said

unitary floatation element including:

a backsheet comprising d layer of buoyant material having a

thickness within a first predetermined range far providing general buoyancy to a wearer,

said backsheet including an inner surface for presentation toward a wearer and an outer

surface for presentation away from a wearer/ and

a plurality of raised portions integrally carried by said backsheet in

fixed relative positions for providing enhanced buoyancy to strategically selected areas of

the wearer's body, each of said raised portions comprising a buoyant material having a

thickness substantially greater than that pf said backsheet and each of said raised portions

extending outwardly from said outer surface of said backsheet;

wherein said Wer surface of said backsheet includes at least one

flexion channel for increasing flexibility.

2. The floatation swimsuit of/Claim 1, wherein said retaining pocket includes a

sheet of fabric, said sheet of fabric being/laminated to the outwardly disposed surface ofing/la
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said unitary floatation element to ensure that said fabric sheet closely matches the contours

of said backsheet and enhanced buoyancyyregions of said unitary floatation element.

4. The floatation swimsuit/of Claim 1, wherein said plurality of raised portions

include an upper torso portion and a Ipwer torso portion.

5. (Twice Amended) A unitary floatatioiyelement for use in a floatation swimsuit,

said floatation element comprising:

a backsheet contained within a forso covering including a right arm

covering, a left arm covering, a left leg covering, and a right leg covering, said backsheet

comprising a layer of buoyant material having a thickness within a first predetermined

range for providing general buoyancy to aAvearer, said backsheet including an inner surface

for presentation toward a wearer and an outer surface for presentation away from a wearer;

a plurality of raised portions integrally carried by said backsheet in fixed

relative positions for providing enhanced buoyancy to strategically selected areas of the

wearer's body, each of said raised portions comprising a buoyant material having a

thickness substantially greater than mat of said backsheet and each of said raised portions

extending outwardly from said outer surface of said backsheet;

wherein said innei/surface of said backsheet includes at least one flexion

channel for increasing flexibilit

6. The floatation swimsuit of Claim 5, wherein said plurality of raised portions

include an upper torso portion and a/lower torso portion.

7. (Amended) A floatation swimsuit comprising:

a form-fitting torso covering including a right arm covering, a left arm covering, a

left leg covering, and a right leg covering, said form-fitting torso covering including a

distributed layer of buoyaitf material distributed substantially throughout for providing

general buoyancy to the fearer, said distributed layer of buoyant material having a
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selected areas of the wearer's bocjfy,

buoyant material having a thickness

thickness in a first particular range} Jind

a plurality of enhanced buqfynncy regions integrally carried by said distributed layer

of buoyant material in fixed positibr s for providing enhanced buoyancy to strategically

jach of said enhanced buoyancy regions comprising a

substantially greater than that of said distributed layer

of buoyant material and extending o utwardly therefrom;

wherein said buoyant mfrteri al includes flexion channels for increasing flexibility,

said flexion channels for presefrtatic; n inward toward a wearer.

8. (Amended) The floatation swimsuffl of Claim 7, wherein said plurality of

enhanced buoyancy regions ihclude an upper tdrso portion and a lower torso portion.

The floatation swimsuit of claim 7, further comprising a fastenable torso

opening.

10. The floatation swimsuit of claim 9, wherein said fastenable torso opening

includes a fastenable chest opening.

11. The floatation swimsuit of claim 9, wherein said fastenable torso opening

includes a fastenable back opening.

12. The floatation swimsuit of claim 9, where said fastenable torso opening

includes a fastener selected from the group consisting of a zipper, a hook and loop fastener,

a button, a snap, a tieJand a strap.

13. (Twice Amended) A method ot man Ifacluring a flualaliuii swimsuit

comprising the steps of:

providing a form-fitting torso covering having an element retaining pocket,

a right arm covering, a left arm covering, a left leg covering, and a right leg covering;

providing a unitary floatation element having a backsheet comprising a layer
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of buoyant material having a thickness within^-iifst predetermined range and a plurality of

raised portions integrally carried by sai$W*acksheet for providing enhanced buoyancy to

strategically selected areas of th^earer's body, said unitary floatation element further

comprising at least one fle^idn channel for presentation toward the swimsuit wearer;

positioning said unitary floatation element at a desired location adjacent said

form-fitting torspxovering; and

securing said unitary floatation element within said element retaining

pocket/

14. (Amended) A floatation swimsuit comprisir

a form-fitting torso covering, said form-fitting tc^rso covering including a retaining

pocket;

a unitary floatation element for retention by sajjti retaining pocket, said unitary

floatation element including:

a backsheet comprising a layer ofbuoyant material having a thickness within a first

predetermined range for providing general buoyancy to a wearer, said backsheet including

an inner surface for presentation toward a wearer and an outer surface for presentation

away from a wearer, said backsheet further composing at least one flexion channel on said

inner surface for providing flexibility; and

a plurality of raised portions integrally carried by said backsheet in fixed relative

positions for providing enhanced buoyancy to strategically selected areas of the wearer's

body, each of said raised portions comprising a buoyant material having a thickness

substantially greater than that of said backsheet and each of said raised portions extending

outwardly from said outer surface of said baoksheet;

wherein plurality of raised portions include an upper torso portion and a lower torso

portion and said retaining pocket includes a sheet of fabric, said sheet of fabric being

laminated to the outwardly disposed surfap of said unitary floatation element to ensure

that said fabric sheet closely matches the contours of said backsheet and enhanced

buoyancy regions of said unitary floatation element.
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15. (Allowed) A floatation swimsuit comprising:

a form-fitting torso covering, /aid form-fitting torso covering including a

retaining pocket;

a unitary floatation element for retention by said retaining pocket, said

unitary floatation element including:

a backsheet comprising a layer ofbuoyant material having a

thickness within a first predetermined range for providing general buoyancy to a wearer,

said backsheet including an inner surface for presentation toward a wearer and an outer

surface for presentation away from a wearer; and

a plurality of raised portions integrally carried by said backsheet in

fixed relative positions for providing enhanced buoyancy to strategically selected areas of

the wearer's body, each of said raised portions comprising a buoyant material having a

thickness substantially greater than that of said backsheet and each of said raised portions

extending outwardly fronVsaid outer surface of said backsheet;

wherein raid retaining pocket includes a sheet of fabric having an indicator

dye which bleaches uppn exposure to the elements to notify the wearer of degradation of

th§_Sisamsui*-eompt ts.

16. (New) The floatation swimsuit of Claim 17 wherein said buoyant material

includes a plurality of said flexion channels on one sine and at least one of said flexion

channels does not correspond with portions of said buoyant material between said plurality

of enhanced buoyancy regions extending outwardly from another side of said buoyant

material.

17. (New) The floatation swimsuit of Cmiin 7 wherein said unitary floatation

element flexes differently in opposite directions due to the varying thickness between said

backsheet and said enhanced buoyancy regions om one side of said buoyant material and

said flexion channel on the other side of said buoyant material, wherein the flexibility of

said floatation swimsuit is enhanced while continuing to be form-fitting.

-6-


